Muslim Ummah Symposia Series 2022

Examining islamic Movements in Politics and Governance
Critical Evaluation and Lessons Learned

Fourth Symposium: The Case of Iran

Two Sessions Every Day
11:00-13:30 (Istanbul Time) / 11:30-14:00 (iran Time) / 8:00-10:30 (GMT)
15:00-17:30 (istanbul Time) / 15:30-18:00 (Iran Time) / 12:00-14:30 (GMT)

Link to the Open Sessions: www.youtube.com/cigaistanbul
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Examining The Islamic Republic of Iran: Four Decades After

The Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA) at Sabahattin Zaim University in Istanbul, Turkey, is
organizing a series of symposia aimed at assessing and evaluating the experience and performance in
politics and governance of contemporary Islamic movements from across the Muslim world. In this
context, CIGA, in cooperation with the College of Islamic Studies at Hamad Bin Khalifa University in Doha,
Qatar, and the Institute of Tawhidi (Monotheistic) Civilization (ITC) in Qom, Iran, will organize the fourth
symposium in this series, which will focus on evaluating the policies and performance, as well as the impact
of the decades-long rule of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This symposium will be held at CIGA’s
headquarters in Istanbul in conjunction with ITC in Qom, and will be broadcast virtually on CIGA’s
YouTube channel on Feb. 19-21.

The examination of the Islamic Republic’s experience, policies, performance, and influence over other
Islamic socio-political movements is of an immense importance to any observer of international affairs and
Islamic social movements. Moreover, Iran is considered by many experts in the field as the first successful
effort in modern history that established an Islamic-based government that came as a consequence of a
popular revolution that engulfed the country for more than a year against one of the most repressive and
pro-Western regimes in the world at the time. It must be noted that the vision of the Iranian revolution
over four decades ago was greatly shaped by an Islamic cleric and influenced by his theory of the Islamic
government based on the Shi’a theology and school of thought.

For decades, Iran faced many challenges both internally and externally. It has struggled to establish its own
version of an Islamic-oriented regime amidst an antagonistic international system and hostile
neighborhood, particularly as it was perceived by many to promote its own version of Islamic revolutionary
change. These internal and external challenges that Iran faced in many spheres and how it was able to deal
with them deserve study and examination, especially since Iran has become a major regional player as well
as the focus of Western concern and hostility. This rich experience also raises many important questions
that the symposium will try to address in detail over three days through six sessions with 17 speakers and
experts. The importance of examining this experience is also due to the fact that Iran is considered by many
regimes to be the source of instability and the cause for upsetting a regional order that has for decades been
dominated by Western-backed states.

The symposium will examine the case of Iran over two major themes as given in the program below. The
themes include: Examining Local Factors that influenced the Islamic Revolution and Examining Iran’s
Policies and Performance since 1979. Under these themes several topics will be discussed including: Map of
political trends in Iran during the revolution; revolution and pluralism of ideas; revolution and the security
challenge of the Pahlavi regime; the basic structure of the theory of the revolution and of that of the Islamic
Republic; the role of Imam Khomeini’s leadership and ideas in the revolution and the state; examining the
concepts of review and evaluation in the experience of the Islamic Republic; cultural and social
developments before and after the revolution; examining economic performance and development issues;
examining Iran’s security challenges, regional policies, its relationship with the West, and international
relations generally, as well as with other regional players such as the so-called axis of resistance; and finally
discussing the lessons learned from this experience and possible future prospects.



Program
The Islamic Movements in Politics and Governance: Critical Evaluation and Lessons Learned
Fourth Symposium: Examining The Islamic Republic of Iran: Four Decades After
Saturday - February 19, 2022
Session I
Examining Local Factors of the Islamic Revolution in Iran (A)

11:00-13:30 (Istanbul Time)/11:30-14:00 (Iran Time)/8:00-10:30 (GMT)

Speakers

1. Map of Political Trends in Iran during the Revolution
Dr. Yaeghoub Tavakkoli, Islamic Ma’arif University

2. Revolution and Pluralism of Ideas
Dr. Ahmad Rahdar, Bager Al Uloom University

3. Revolution and the Security Challenge of the Pahlavi Regime
Mr. Javad Mansouri, First Leader of Revolutionary Guards

Respondents

Dr. Gokhan Bozbas, Necmettin Erbakan University, Turkey
Dr. Sabri Samirah, MENA Institute for the Development of New Societies, Turkey

Session 11
Examining Local Factors of the Islamic Revolution in Iran (B)
15:00-17:30 (Istanbul Time)/15:30-18:00 (Iran Time)/12:00-14:30 (GMT)
Speakers

4. Basic Structure of the Theory of the Revolution and of the Islamic Republic
Dr. Sayyed Ali Mousavi, Institute of Tawhidi Civilization, Qom, Iran

5. Role of Imam Khomeini’s Leadership and Ideas in the Revolution and the State
Mr. Mohammad Talaei, Institute of Tawhidi Civilization, Qom, Iran

6. Examining the Concepts of Review and Evaluation in the Experience and History of the Islamic
Republic of Iran
Dr. Mohamad Ali Mirzaei, Al-Mostafa University

Respondents

Dr. Saad Kubaisi, Academic, Figh Council of Iraq
Mr. Yassir Yousef, Former Governor and Minister of State in Sudan, African Center for Research and
Studies, Turkey



Sunday - February 20, 2022
Session I1I
Examining Iran’s Policies and Performance (A)

11:00-13:30 (Istanbul Time)/11:30-14:00 (Iran Time)/8:00-10:30 (GMT)

Speakers

7. Cultural and Social Developments pre and post-Revolution
Dr. Mohammad Reza Amini, Bager Al Uloom Institute for Islamic Research

8. Assessing the Economy and Development Issues in Iran
Dr. Hamid Reza Maghsoudi, University of Qom

9. Examining Security Challenges and Iran’s Policies and Response
Mr. Mohammad Hassan Rouzitalab, Media Foundation of Iran
Respondents

Mr. Abdelhafez ElSawi, Al Masaar Center for the Studies of Humanities, Turkey
Dr. Talal Atrissi, Lebanese University and Ma’arif University in Lebanon

Session IV

Examining Iran’s Policies and Performance (B)

15:00-17:30 (Istanbul Time)/15:30-18:00 (Iran Time)/12:00-14:30 (GMT)

Speakers

10. Iran and Regional Policies
Mr. Hamid Azimi, Mirsad Institute for Strategic Studies

11. Iran and the West
Dr. Hassan Ahmadian, University of Tehran

12. Iran and the Axis of Resistance
Dr. Hadi Masoumi Zare, Mirsad Institute for Strategic Studies

Respondents

Dr. Esam Abdelshaty, International Relations Academy, Istanbul, Turkey
Mr. Ali Barakah, Chair of National Relations Committee Abroad, HAMAS, Lebanon



Monday - February 21, 2022
Session V

The Islamic Republic of Iran: Lessons Learned and Future Prospects

11:00-13:30 (Istanbul Time)/11:30-14:00 (Iran Time)/8:00-10:30 (GMT)

Open Discussion

Session VI

Perspectives on Iran’s Politics, Policies, and Performance

15:00-17:30 (Istanbul Time)/15:30-18:00 (Iran Time)/12:00-14:30 (GMT)

Moderators

Dr. Sami Al-Arian, Director, CIGA, IZU, Turkey
Mr. Uveys Han, CIGA Research Fellow, IZU, Turkey

Panelists

Dr. Hamed Mousavi, University of Tehran, Iran

Dr. Serhan Afacan, Marmara University, Istanbul, Turkey

Dr. Gutbi Al-Mahdi, Former Sudanese Minister and Ambassador to Iran, Sudan
Dr. Atefeh Toghyani, University of Tehran, Iran

Mr. Mujeeb R. Khan, University of California, Berkeley, USA
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